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thrice, weekly, great fleets of freight ships with
attendant escorts would sail out into the open sea* If
the submarine commander could elude the notice of
the British sea-going patrols, he had no more to do
than await in patience the appearance of the quarry.
Not contre-esfionage on shore, but the Navy afioat
robbed the enemy of his prey.

Naval officers serving in Canal waters associated
themselves closely with the policy pursued by the
military members of the Port Control Board. No
doubt ever weakened the conviction of either that
the expeditious dispatch of commercial shipping from
the Suez Canal Zone must be the first and the
supreme consideration of authority, or that dispatch
justified taking indirect risk of danger from the shore.
Holding this single idea, the two services formed a
combination, which General Head-quarters, remote
from the actual scene, hesitated to disturb. Rarely
has more complete harmony between naval and
military authority reigned than at Port Said, and the
longer hostilities continued, the closer became that
harmony. The two services, embarrassed by the
presence of Allied naval and military forces, were
working in an area liable to attack by the enemy, and
responsibility for defence perforce was divided* In
these conditions, opportunities arose daily for one to
misunderstand the other, and it would not be out of
keeping with a picture frequently and sometimes truly
drawn of operations ruined by mutual jealousy, were
the history of the Canal Zone also an instance in point.
But records and files would not substantiate the fact,
and naval and military authority at Port Said had
cause to boast proudly that their relations with one
another were unmarred by dispute.

Intelligence (&), sitting calmly in Cairo, looked
coldly upon the ambition of naval and military
authority in the Canal Zone, and would withdraw none